
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Colleagues: 
 
Welcome to the 5th San Diego Society of Hematopathology (SDSH) Annual Symposium 
and CME Activities accredited by the UCSD School of Medicine*.  We will meet again 
at the beautiful Sanford Auditorium on the UCSD campus.  This one-day event will 
address the core competencies defined by the ACCME and grant up to 6.75 CME credits 
to physicians who attend.  The keynote lecture will be given by Dr. Kathryn Foucar, who 
is the Distinguished Professor Emerita of University of New Mexico and an 
internationally renowned hematopathologist. Several outstanding hematopathologists 
from San Diego will also present interesting topics on hematopathology practice. This 
year, ÒShort TalkÓ is introduced as a new format of presentation, usually focusing on one case or one disease 
entity. We hope short talks can expand the pool of our speakers, including outstanding representatives of our 
local trainees.  At the conclusion of this activity, the participants should be able to interpret the 2016 WHO 
Classification of Myelodysplasia, describe the latest advances in the hematopathology practice, and explain new 
approaches in diagnosing difficult hematological malignancies.  
 
The event will take place on Saturday, November 4, 2017 from 8 am to 5 pm, co-sponsored by the UCSD 
Department of Pathology. SDSH is an independent non-profit organization of pathologists and 
hematologists/oncologists in the Greater San Diego and Southern California for the advancement of 
hematopathology, serving the interests of hematopathologists, anatomic/clinical pathologists with interests in 
hematopathology, and hematologists/oncologists, as well as providing a platform for professionals who share a 
common interest in hematopathology to communicate, interact, and network with their colleagues.    
 
Best regards, 
 
Xiangdong Don Xu, MD PhD, FASCP 
President, SDSH 
 
 
 
CME Activity:    Practical &  Advanced Hematopathology 
When:    Saturday, November 4, 2017, 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM 
Where: Sanford Consortium Auditorium, 2880 Torrey Pines Scenic Drive�R  

La Jolla, CA 92037 (http://www.sanfordconsortium.org)  
Who should attend: Pathologists, Hematologists/Oncologists, pathology trainees, and other 

professionals with interest in hematopathology 
Amenity:   Continental Breakfast, Gourmet Lunch, and Complimentary Parking 
Registration fee: $110 before 10/15/2017 ($130 for SDSH members including membership fee), 

$130 after 10/15/2017 ($150 for SDSH members including memebership fee). 
Trainees: free if registered before 10/15/2017 

Registration:   Online at sdhematopathology.org  
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EDUCATION PROGRAM 
 
7:20 AM Onsite Registration & Continental Breakfast  
7:50 AM Welcome Don Xu, MD PhD FASCP 

President, SDSH 
   
 Morning Session: 

 
 

8:00 AM Keynote Lecture: Kathy Foucar, MD 
 Practical Approach to Myelodysplasia:  WHO 2016 

and Beyond 
Distinguished Professor Emerita 
Univ. New Mexico 

 Introduced by Dr. Frank Zhao, UCSD/VAMC  
9:30 AM Lecture: Frank Zhao MD, PhD, MBA 
 Lymphomas in the grey zone: a personal experience UC San Diego/Phoenix VA 
10:30 AM Coffee Break  
   
10:40 AM Lecture: Jun Mo, MD 
 Unique pediatric leukemia UC San Diego/Rady’s 
11:40 AM Lunch & SDSH Business Meeting (all SDSH members)  
   
 Afternoon Session:  

 
 

 Moderator:  Dr. Huan-You Wang, UCSD  
12:40 PM Short Talks:  
 A Case Presentation of T cell  Lympho-

proliferative Disorder  
 
An Unusual Case of Cutaneous T cell Lymphoma 
 
 
Starting Early: A WHO 2016 New Leukemia 
Designation 
 
Mycosis Fungoides, Lymphomatoid Papulosis, or 
Both? 
 

Jessica Wang-Rodriguez, MD 
VAMC/UC San Diego 
 
Richard Wong, MD PhD  
UC San Diego 
 
Steve Gauerke, MD   
Naval Medical Center 
 
Qinghong Yang, MD, PhD 
VAMC/UC San Diego 
 

2:40 PM Coffee Break  
 Moderator:  Dr. Beth Broome, UC San Diego  
2:50 PM Short Talk:  
 Immunoshifting in  Hepatosplenic T cell Lymphoma 

After Chemotherapy 
 

Xiangdong Xu, MD, PhD 
VAMC/UC San Diego 

3:20 PM Lecture:  
 Diagnosis and Differential Diagnosis of Selected 2016 

WHO Provisional Entities 
Huan-you Wang, MD, PhD  
UC San Diego 

4:10 PM Adjourn  
          

 
 
  



 
 

 
Keynote Speaker: 
    

Kathryn Foucar, MD  completed her pathology training and surgical pathology fellowship at 
University of New Mexico/University of Minnesota. She is currently a Distinguished 
Professor Emerita at the University of New Mexico. She has over 38 years of practice 
experience focused on diagnostic hematopathology. She and Cheryl Willman established the 
Hematopathology Fellowship at UNM in 1989. To date 76 fellows have been trained at UNM. 
During her 38 years at UNM, she served as Chief of Staff and President of the physician 
practice plan. Within the Department of Pathology, she has served as Vice Chair for Clinical 
Affairs and Hematopathology Division Chief. She is currently as “working retiree,” focusing 
solely on case signout and trainee education. Dr. Foucar has published 120 peer review 

papers, over 100 book chapters and she is the author/co-author of several hematopathology books including 
Bone Marrow Pathology (4th edition in progress); Diagnostic Pathology: Blood and Bone Marrow (2nd edition 
in press); and Knowles: Neoplastic Hematopathology (Editor, 3rd edition). 
 
Our Local Speakers: 
 

Xianfeng Frank Zhao, MD PhD MBA , is Clinical Professor of Pathology at the UCSD 
and Director of Clinical Core Laboratories at VA Medical Center. He also serves as Chief 
of Hematopathology and Director of Flow Cytometry Laboratory of VISN22. Dr. Zhao 
graduated from Shandong Medical University in 1985. He undertook a graduate study at 
Academy of Military Medical Sciences and received MSc in Microbiology and 
Immunology in 1988. He pursued further research training at University of Western 
Ontario and was awarded PhD in Biochemistry in 1996. After his postdoctoral research on 
genetics of T-ALL at Roswell Park Cancer Institute, Buffalo, New York, he joined SUNY 

at Buffalo for his AP/CP residency training. He was further trained at University of Pennsylvania in 
Hematopathology and subsequently became Assistant Professor of Pathology at Washington University in St. 
Louis. In 2005 He was recruited to University of Maryland as Director of Hematopathology and established 
Hematopathology Fellowship Program. He was promoted to Associate Professor at University of Maryland and 
received his MBA from Robert H. Smith School of Business, University of Maryland. Dr. Zhao joined UCSD as 
Clinical Professor of Pathology in 2012. He has published over 70 peer-reviewed research articles and book 
chapters. He is the Founder and the former President of San Diego Society of Hematopathology (SDSH). 

 
Jessica Wang-Rodriguez, MD , is Professor of Clinical Pathology and Chief of Pathology 
& Laboratory Medicine Service Line, VISN22. She received her Bachelor of Science 
degree in Biology/Zoology in 1986 and her Doctor of Medicine degree in 1990, both from 
University of Nevada, Reno. She completed her residency in combined Anatomic and 
Clinical Pathology at UCSD in 1995, and served as Chief Resident in Pathology from 
1994-95. She is certified in Transfusion Medicine. From 1994 to 1995, Dr. Wang-
Rodriguez was a Clinical Instructor in the Department of Pathology at UCSD with a 
secondary appointment as Associate Physician (Management and Professional Services). In 
July 1995 she was appointed as Assistant Clinical Professor of Pathology and was 

promoted to Associate Clinical Professor in 2001. As Associate Clinical Professor, Dr. Wang-Rodriguez has 
served as Director of the Blood Bank, and Co-Director of Flow Cytometry at the VA Healthcare System, San 
Diego. Dr. Wang-Rodriguez clinical activities include teaching of residents, fellow and medical students. She is 
also an award recipient of the Performance Improvement Fair at the VA San Diego in 2005.  
 

 Jun Qin Mo, MD is a Clinical Professor of Pathology at the UCSD and Staff Pathologist 
of Rady’s Children Hospital, San Diego. Dr. Mo got her MD from Zhejiang Medical 
University. She did her residency at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, and Cincinnati 
University, her fellowship training at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center. Dr. 
Mo is board-certified on Anatomic, Clinical and Pediatric Pathology. She is specialized in 
Pediatric Pathology and Hematopathology. Her research interests include 
hemophagocytic lymphohistiocytosis, pediatric hematologic malignancy, and 
pediatric vascular disease.   



 
 

 
Huan-You Wang, MD, PhD is Clinical Professor of Pathology, Director of 
Hematopathology Fellowship Program, and Co-Director of Hematopathology at the 
UCSD Department of Pathology. After his medical training at Tongji Medical University, 
Dr. Wang was recruited to Peking University as an Instructor of Pathology. He obtained 
his Ph.D. at the UCSD Molecular Pathology program, and subsequently had his Anatomic 
and Clinical Pathology Training at the University of Virginia. Upon his finishing 
Hematopathology fellowship at the University of Pennsylvania, he accepted a faculty 
position at UT Southwestern Medical Center as an Assistant Professor in 2005, where he 
worked for 4 years with Dr. Robert McKenna. During this period, he served as Director of 

Hematology and Bone Marrow Lab at Parkland Memorial Hospital and Clinics, and Director of Molecular 
Genetics Pathology Fellowship. Dr. Wang returned to UCSD in 2009 and served as Co-Director of 
Hematopathology ever since. Together with his colleague, he established the ACGME-accredited UCSD 
Hematopathology Fellowship program. Dr. Wang’s practice includes benign and malignant disorders involving 
blood, bone marrow, lymph node, and lymphoid tissue. In addition, he is also interested in flow cytometric, 
molecular, and cytogenetic aspects of hematopathology. He has published 70 papers and 6 book chapters. 
 

Qinghong Yang, MD, PhD, is a staff pathologist at VAMC-San Diego and an associate 
professor at UCSD.  Dr. Yang received her PhD in genetics from SUNY at Stony Brook 
after completing her thesis research at Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory. She did her post-
doctoral research on human genetics/ genomics in Dr. David Cox’s lab at Stanford 
University as a postdoc fellow, which led to her co-founding of FreshGene Inc, a 
genomics start-up company specializing in DNA mutation detection. Dr. Yang received 
her MD degree from Duke Medical School. She completed her Anatomic Pathology 
residency and Hematopathology fellowship at Brigham & Women’s hospital, followed by 
a dermatopathology fellowship at Mayo Clinic and later Clinical Pathology residency 
training at UCSD. Dr. Yang is board certified in AP/CP, Dermatopathology, and 

Hematopathology.  She has been practicing dermatopathology, hematopathology, and general surgical pathology 
in both private and academic settings in the past few years.  She has special interest in cutaneous lymphomas. 
 

Steve Gauerke, MD, is an Assistant Clinical Professor at the Uniformed Services 
University and Staff Pathologist at Naval Medical Center San Diego. Dr. Gauerke received 
his M.D. degree from the Uniformed Services University in 2003. He completed a 
transitional internship and combined anatomic and clinical pathology residency at Walter 
Reed/Bethesda National Military Medical Center from 2004-2008. After two years as a 
staff pathologist at Naval Medical Center Portsmouth he was a Hematopathology fellow at 
Northwestern University from 2010-2011. He returned to Naval Medical Center 
Portsmouth as the director of flow cytometry, special chemistry and coagulation from 

2011-2015. He was then transferred to Naval Medical San Diego where he completed a Western Pacific 
deployment on the USNS MERCY, serving as the sole pathologist and laboratory director.  
 

Xiangdong (Don) Xu, MD, PhD, is an Associate Professor at the Department of 
Pathology, UCSD and a Staff Pathologist at VA San Diego. Dr. Xu received his M.D. 
from Peking Union Medical College and Ph.D. degree in Biomedical Sciences from 
UCSD. Afterwards, Dr. Xu worked with Dr. Fred Gage at the Salk Institute as a 
postdoctoral fellow, focusing on alternative splicing regulation in stem cells. Then he was 
trained in Anatomic and Clinical Pathology (AP/CP) at UCSD Medical Center. During his 
residency, he has served as Chief Resident. Dr. Xu completed his Hematopathology 
fellowship at Washington University in St. Louis before joining the faculty at UCSD 
Pathology Department. He is currently the Site Director of Medical Education, Medical 

Director of Hematology Laboratory, and Co-Director of Flow Cytometry.  His areas of interest include 
Hematopathology, flow cytometry, surgical pathology, as well as development and utilization of 
computational tools for pathology practice.    
  



 
 

 
Richard Wong, MD, PhD, is a Hematopathology fellow in the Department of Pathology at 
UCSD. Dr. Wong received his M.D. PhD through the MSTP program at Tufts University, 
where he completed his PhD in the Department of Biochemistry.  He completed his 
residency at UCSD Medical Center in Anatomic and Clinical Pathology (AP/CP), and is 
currently completing a research track fellowship. 
 
 
 
 

Our Organizing Committee: 
 
H. Elizabeth Broome, MD, Professor & Director, Hematology Laboratory, UCSD  
Arash Mohtashamian, MD, CDR MC USN, Staff Hematopathologist & Residency Program Director, Naval 
Medical Center 
Robert Sharpe, MD, Professor & Senior Staff Hematopathologist, UCSD/Scripps Green Hospital   
Huan-You Wang, MD, PhD, Professor & Director, Hematopathology Fellowship, UCSD  
Jessica Wang-Rodriguez, MD, Professor & Chief, PALMS, UCSD/VAMC 
Xiangdong (Don) Xu, MD, PhD, FASCP, Associate Professor, Staff Hematopathologist, UCSD/VAMC 
(Program Director) 
Qinghong Yang, MD, PhD, Associate Professor, Staff Hematopathologist, UCSD/VAMC 
X. Frank Zhao, MD, PhD, MBA, Professor & Chief, PALMS, UASOM/VAMC (Program Director)  
 
Needs Assessment: 
San Diego is one of the most active regions of pathology practice, in which hematopathology consists 
of an important part. Since most of the pathologists are working in the community hospitals or in 
private practice they have little time to attend the national meetings to keep up with the new guidelines, 
advances, and technology in hematopathology practice. Therefore, a gap exists between the current 
practice and the newlyadvanced diagnostic criteria. This CME activity is based at the University of 
California San Diego (UCSD), a nationally renowned academic institution, and organized by a group 
of excellent academic hematopathologists who embody the cutting edge knowledge, diagnostic skills, 
and advanced technology.  
 
Learning Objectives: 
Upon completion of this CME activity, participants should be able to: 

 
• Interpret the 2016 WHO Classification of Myelodysplasia 
• Describe the latest advances in the hematopathology practice 
• Explain new approaches in diagnosing difficult hematological malignancies 

 
Accreditation:  
The University of California, San Diego School of Medicine is accredited by the Accreditation Council for 
Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) to provide continuing medical education for physicians.  
 
The University of California, San Diego School of Medicine designates this live activity for a maximum of 6.75 
AMA PRA Category 1 Creditsª. Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their 
participation in the activity.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Disclosure Summary: 
It is the policy of the University of California, San Diego School of Medicine to ensure balance, independence, 
objectivity and scientific rigor. All persons involved in the selection, development and presentation of content 
are required to disclose any real or apparent conflicts of interest. All conflicts of interest will be resolved prior to 
an educational activity being delivered to learners through one of the following mechanisms 1) altering the 
financial relationship with the commercial interest, 2) altering the individual’s control over CME content about 
the products or services of the commercial interest, and/or 3) validating the activity content through independent 
peer review. All persons are also required to disclose any discussions of off label/unapproved uses of drugs or 
devices. Persons who refuse or fail to disclose are disqualified from participating in the CME activity. 
Participants will be asked to evaluate whether the speaker’s outside interests reflect a possible bias in the 
planning or presentation of the activity. This information is used to plan future activities. 
 

The following have NO relevant financial relationships to disclose: 
 
H. Elizabeth Broome  
Kathryn Foucar 
Steve Gauerke 
Jun Qin Mo 
Arash Mohtashamian 
Jessica Wang-Rodriguez 
Robert Sharpe  
Huan-You Wang  
Xiangdong (Don) Xu 
Huan-You Wang 
Qinghong Yang 
X. Frank Zhao  
 

The CME staff, meeting planners, and CME committee reviewers do not have any relevant financial 
relationships to disclose. This educational activity may contain discussion of unlabeled and/or investigational 
uses of agents that are not approved by the FDA. Please consult the prescribing information for each 
product.The views and opinions expressed in this activity are those of the faculty and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of The University of California, San Diego. 

 
Cultural and Linguistic Competency:  
This activity is in compliance with California Assembly Bill 1195 which requires continuing medical education 
activities with patient care components to include curriculum in the subjects of cultural and linguistic 
competency. Cultural competency is defined as a set of integrated attitudes, knowledge, and skills that enables 
health care professionals or organizations to care effectively for patients from diverse cultures, groups, and 
communities. Linguistic competency is defined as the ability of a physician or surgeon to provide patients who 
do not speak English or who have limited ability to speak English, direct communication in the patient’s primary 
language. Cultural and linguistic competency was incorporated into the planning of this activity. Additional 
resources can be found on the UC San Diego CME website (cme.ucsd.edu). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
Our Exhibitors  and Partners: 
Sysmex  
SeattleGenetics  
  



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.eahp2018.com/  
  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

An open  access journal for  
hematopathologists!  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Published by  

 
San Diego Society of Hematopathology  

 
Please visit: http://www.hematopath.org  


